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NEWSLETTER

5TH NOVEMBER 

The historic Landscape Project is a 
group of people in SCAG who look at 
the land around Southwell and try to 
understand how it came to look as it 
does, and what used to happen in those 
p laces .  As in o ther types o f 
archaeology, there are often traces left 
behind to give us clues as to what was 
going on many years ago, many 
hundreds of years ago, and sometimes 
many thousand of years ago.  

Landscape archaeology is a very “clean” 
type of archaeology.  No pot washing, no 
digging through clay in the rain and cold, 
no fieldwalking in the freezing hail 
(though all of those were unforgettable!). 
We look for clues to our impact on the 
landscape from our computers, using 
eyes that can look down on the fields 
from a very high vantage point in the 
sky.

As for the tools we use:  satellites, 
drones, aerial photographs from planes, 
even wartime aerial photographs are 
useful.  Not forgetting the Library’s 
collection of old Ordnance Survey maps, 
though in lockdown they are not so easy 
to access. Now we have even newer 
technology – lidar – which can often see 
through vegetation to the otherwise 
unseen ground below.

We look for where boundaries have 
changed, where there are signs of 
mediaeval ridge and furrow ploughing, 
for signs of an old pathway to the next 
village, signs of an old Roman Road, 
evidence showing a Roman fort (there 
are many around here), deserted 
villages, iron age hill forts, you can often 
see rings of post holes that are the 
remains of huts where people lived.  

A LIDAR image being used by the 
landscape project group, see below.  
Circles indicate potential sites of interest. 
Colours indicate height

SCAG HISTORIC LANDSCAPE PROJECT
by Steph Platts

If you think this  sounds interesting, and maybe 
something you would enjoy doing, you are welcome to 
join us. If you would like a flavour of what we do, please 
join the zoom  talk that Emily, Community County 
Archaeologist, who has helped us in many of our recent 
excavations, is giving on “Roman, Mediaeval and steam 
ploughing” on Thursday 12th November 2020, at 7:00am.  
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THURSDAY 12TH 
NOVEMBER,
7.00 pm, talk by
Emily Gillott

"Roman and 
Medieval ploughing 
and the steam 
ploughing field 
systems in 
Nottinghamshire, 
and how to 
recognise them in 
the landscape".
The zoom link has been sent 
out by our mailchimp server.

Please contact Stephen if you 
have not received it
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IF you have items of 
interest for the newsletter 
please send them to 
Stephen at:

contact@southwellarchaeology.org

A note from Jim Priest about 
recent work on the Chapter 
House floor sifting
A small group of SCAG members 
spent many a happy hour sieving 
the concrete sub-floor remains, 
dug up by the contractors, from 
the Chapter House and the 
corridor leading to it off the Nave, 
following the find of  a Roman 
coin by the contractors. Phillip 
Dixon has been very happy with 
the work we have done.

As you might expect, there 
i s n ' t v e r y m u c h 
archaeologically to find in the 
rubble. However, we are found 
a n i c e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
collection of 'artefacts' - a few 
modern coins, a possible 
'traders' token', plastic beads, 
some metalwork (pieces of 
lead, old ironwork (including 
coffin nails)), splinters  of 
painted wood, a little 'blue and 
white' pottery, bone fragments 
along with lots and lots of 
stone chippings! To be added 
to those recovered by the 
contractors. We have also 
recovered some very small 
fragments of silver and gold 
wire/thread, which must have 
dropped from some of the 
Clerical robes, over the years. 

And - yes - there has been 
cake!.

However, the 'star find' by the 
Group so far has been a 
decorated bone peg, which 
could date back to early times 
in the Minsters' history. This is 
being researched by Phillip 
Dixon. 

We have all speculated about 
what it is and its age. When 
we first found it, we thought it 
might be a Victorian 'gaming 
counter' or something like a 
scoring peg from a cribbage 
board. Then we suggested 
something from the Civil War 
period or even the type of 
thing the French prisoners of 
war made in the camps near 
Norman Cross - they were 
very good at carving and 
decorating bone items for 
sa le . There is a lso the 
possibility of 'Dark Ages' being 
involved. When discussing the 
find with Phillip Dixon, he 
suggested it might have been 
used with the game of 'Nine 
Mens' Morris' from Medieval 
times. (All suggestions on a 
postcard.....)

WHAT AM I?
Suggestions 
PLEASE.........

SEE ARTICLE BELOW

Forthcoming:

A  'Christmas Special'  
with Philip Dixon, 17th 
December at 7.00pm. 

'The first Christians and 
their Buildings'.

Philip spent 10 summers 
in his younger years 
researching Christianity in 
the Middle East.  As part 
of this research he visited 
churches and religious 
excavations. 

Bring your own mince pies 
and hats.
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